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An effort to procure the pardon of K-----, a swindler

now in Sing Sing, was made through McGulloch. But on
learning the nature of the case he at once dropped it. The
President sends, making inquiry concerning Hale, prisoner
in Philadelphia, and Wetmore in Boston. The first is one
of a nest of swindlers and thieves, of whom Pasco, just
pardoned by the President, was chief; the second swindled
men under him, or was guilty of a breach of trust like
Marston, whom the President also pardoned.

January 8. The Members of Congress since their return
appear more disposed to avoid open war with the Pre-
sident, but yet are under the discipline of party, which is
cunningly kept up with almost despotic power. I am con-
fident that many of those who are claimed as Republicans,
and who are such, are voting against their convictions, but
they have not the courage and independence to shake off
the tyranny of party and maintain what they know to be
right. The President and the Radical leaders are not yet
in direct conflict, but I see not how it is to be avoided.
When the encounter takes place there will be those who
have voted with the Radicals, who will then probably go
with the President, or wish to do so. This the leaders
understand, and it is their policy to get as many committed
as possible, and to get them repeatedly committed by test
votes. Williams of Pittsburg, a revolutionary and whiskey-
drinking leader, introduced a resolution to-day that the
military should not be withdrawn, but retained until Con-
gress, not the President, should order their discharge. This
usurpation of the Executive prerogative by Congress is
purposely offensive, known to be such, yet almost every
Republican voted for it in the House. The Representatives
who doubted and were opposed dare not vote against it.
While thus infringing on the rights of the Executive, the
Radical leaders studiously claim that they are supporting
the President, and actually have most of his appointees
with them. Were the President to assert his power and to